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T THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD T
20 May 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron

2

Thanksgiving for Light

L We praise and thank you, O God, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, through
whom you have enlightened us, by revealing the light that never fades. Night is falling
and day’s allotted span draws to a close. The daylight which you created for our
pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of your free gift, now the evening lights do not
fail us. We praise you and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;
through him be glory power and honor to you and the Holy Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my | right hand,*
until I make your enemies your | footstool.”
2
The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty | scepter.*
Rule in the midst of your | enemies!
3
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy | garments;*
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth | will be yours.
4
The LORD has sworn
and will not | change his mind,*
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”
5
The Lord is at your | right hand;*
he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath.
6
He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with | corpses;*
he will shatter chiefs
over the | wide earth.
7
He will drink from the brook | by the way;*
therefore he will lift | up his head.

Psalm 110
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▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn

LSB # 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.
Public domain

Readings From Holy Scripture
Hebrews 2:5-18
5
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking.
6
It has been testified somewhere,
“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?
7
You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see him who for a little
while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because
of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

7

10

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons
to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11For he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to
call them brothers, 12saying,
“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13

And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
14
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is,
the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.
16
For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore
he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being
tempted.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

St. Matthew 28:16-20
16
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
The Paschal Candle, which symbolizes the visible presence of the resurrected Christ, is extinguished
after the reading of the Gospel as a sign of the change of our risen Lord’s presence following His
Ascension.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
8

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious

Public domain

Sermon: Pr. Craig Beaton
Stand/Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
11

let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect for The Ascension of Our Lord
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus

Benediction
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