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T WEDNESDAY OF EASTER, WEEK VII T
27 May 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron

2

Thanksgiving for Light

L We praise and thank you, O God, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, through
whom you have enlightened us, by revealing the light that never fades. Night is falling
and day’s allotted span draws to a close. The daylight which you created for our
pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of your free gift, now the evening lights do not
fail us. We praise you and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;
through him be glory power and honor to you and the Holy Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give | glory,*
for the sake of your steadfast love and your | faithfulness!
2
Why should the | nations say,*
“Where | is their God?”
3
Our God is in the | heavens;*
he does all that he | pleases.
4
Their idols are sil- | ver and gold,*
the work of | human hands.
5
They have mouths, but | do not speak;*
eyes, but | do not see.
6
They have ears, but | do not hear;*
noses, but | do not smell.
7
They have hands, but do not feel;
feet, but | do not walk;*
and they do not make a sound | in their throat.
8
Those who make them be- | come like them;*
so do all who | trust in them.
9
O Israel, trust | in the LORD!*
He is their help | and their shield.
10
O house of Aaron, trust | in the LORD!*
He is their help | and their shield.
11
You who fear the LORD, trust | in the LORD!*
He is their help | and their shield.
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Psalm 115

12

The LORD has remembered us; he will | bless us;*
he will bless the house of Israel;
he will bless the house of | Aaron;
13
he will bless those who | fear the LORD,*
both the small | and the great.
14
May the LORD give you | increase,*
you and your | children!
15
May you be blessed | by the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth!
16
The heavens are the LORD’s | heavens,*
but the earth he has given to the chil- | dren of man.
17
The dead do not | praise the LORD,*
nor do any who go down into | silence.
18
But we will | bless the LORD*
from this time forth and forevermore. |
Praise the LORD!
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn
LSB # 882 O Christ, Who Art the Light and Day
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Behold, O God, our shield, and quell
The crafts and subtleties of hell;
Direct Thy servants in all good,
Whom Thou hast purchased with Thy blood.
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O Lord, remember us who bear
The burden of the flesh we wear;
Thou who dost e’er our souls defend,
Be with us even to the end.
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All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee,
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore. Amen.
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Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
Zechariah 4:1–14
1
And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is awakened
out of his sleep. 2And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on
each of the lamps that are on the top of it. 3And there are two olive trees by it, one on the
right of the bowl and the other on its left.” 4And I said to the angel who talked with me,
“What are these, my lord?” 5Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me,
“Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 6Then he said to me, “This is the
word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the
7

LORD of hosts. 7Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a
plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’”
8
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 9“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD
of hosts has sent me to you. 10For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice,
and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.
“These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range through the whole earth.” 11Then I said
to him, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 12And a
second time I answered and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees,
which are beside the two golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?” 13He said to
me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 14Then he said, “These are the
two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 9:1–8
1
Getting into a boat [Jesus] crossed over and came to his own city.
2
And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3And behold,
some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4But Jesus, knowing their
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed
and go home.” 7And he rose and went home. 8When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and
they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!
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Sermon: Pr. Craig Beaton
Stand/Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
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C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus

Benediction
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