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T WEDNESDAY AFTER PENTECOST V T
8 July 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
Hear my prayer, | O LORD;*
let my cry | come to you!
2
Do not hide your face from me
in the day of | my distress!*
Incline your ear to me;
answer me speedily in the day | when I call!
3
For my days pass a- | way like smoke,*
and my bones burn like a | furnace.
4
My heart is struck down like grass and has | withered;*
I forget to | eat my bread.
5
Because of my loud | groaning*
my bones cling | to my flesh.
6
I am like a desert owl of the | wilderness,*
like an owl of the waste | places;
7
I | lie awake;*
I am like a lonely sparrow on the | housetop.
8
All the day my enemies | taunt me;*
those who deride me use my name | for a curse.
9
For I eat ashes | like bread*
and mingle tears | with my drink,
10
because of your indignation and | anger;*
for you have taken me up and | thrown me down.
11
My days are like an evening | shadow;*
I wither a- | way like grass.
12
But you, O LORD, are enthroned for- | ever;*
you are remembered throughout all gener- | ations.
13
You will arise and have pity on | Zion;*
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Psalm 102

it is the time to favor her;
the appointed | time has come.
14
For your servants hold her | stones dear*
and have pity | on her dust.
15
Nations will fear the name | of the LORD,*
and all the kings of the earth will fear your | glory.
16
For the LORD builds up | Zion;*
he appears in his | glory;
17
he regards the prayer of the | destitute*
and does not de- | spise their prayer.
18
Let this be recorded for a genera- | tion to come,*
so that a people yet to be created may | praise the LORD:
19
that he looked down from his | holy height;*
from heaven the LORD looked | at the earth,
20
to hear the groans of the | prisoners,*
to set free those who were | doomed to die,
21
that they may declare in Zion the name | of the LORD,*
and in Jerusa- | lem his praise,
22
when peoples gather to- | gether,*
and kingdoms, to wor- | ship the LORD.
23
He has broken my strength in | midcourse;*
he has shortened | my days.
24
“O my God,” I say, “take me not away
in the midst | of my days—*
you whose years endure
throughout all gener- | ations!”
25
Of old you laid the foundation | of the earth,*
and the heavens are the work | of your hands.
26
They will perish, but you | will remain;*
they will all wear out like a | garment.
You will change them like a robe, and they will | pass away,*
27
but you are the same, and your years | have no end.
28
The children of your servants shall | dwell secure;*
their offspring shall be established be- | fore you.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
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Office Hymn

LSB # 886 The Day Thou Gavest
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So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
Thy kingdom stands and grows forever,
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.
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Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
Romans 2:12-24
12
For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who
have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13For it is not the hearers of the law who
are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14For when Gentiles,
who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves,
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even though they do not have the law. 15They show that the work of the law is written on
their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse
or even excuse them 16on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of
men by Christ Jesus.
17
But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18and know his will
and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19and if you are sure
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20an instructor
of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and
truth— 21you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against
stealing, do you steal? 22You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23You who boast in the law dishonor
God by breaking the law. 24For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the
Gentiles because of you.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
St. Matthew 18:10-20
10
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do you think? If a man has
a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to
you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
15
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in
my name, there am I among them.”
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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Hymn of the Day
LSB # 648 Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
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Sermon: Pr. Steve Saxe
Stand/Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
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C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus

Benediction
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