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T WEDNESDAY AFTER PENTECOST VIII T
29 July 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron

2

Thanksgiving for Light

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
Blessèd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,*
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers;
2
but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates | day and night.
3
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not | wither.*
In all that he does, he | prospers.
4
The wicked | are not so,*
but are like chaff that the wind | drives away.
5
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,*
nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous;
6
for the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn
LSB # 585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide
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Psalm 1

5

Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.

6

Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.
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Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
Romans 9:19-33
19
You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?”
20
But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder,
“Why have you made me like this?” 21Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out
of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use? 22What if
God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much
patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23in order to make known the riches of
6

his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24even us
whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25As indeed he
says in Hosea,
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’
and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’”
26
“And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’
there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”
27
And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as
the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28for the Lord will carry out his
sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29And as Isaiah predicted,
“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring,
we would have been like Sodom
and become like Gomorrah.”
30
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31but that Israel who pursued a law that
would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32Why? Because they
did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the
stumbling stone, 33as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
St. Matthew 24:1-14
1
Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him
the buildings of the temple. 2But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not?
Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.”
3
As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of
the age?” 4And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6And you
will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take
place, but the end is not yet. 7For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are but
the beginning of the birth pains.
7

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be
hated by all nations for my name’s sake. 10And then many will fall away and betray one
another and hate one another. 11And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.
12
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13But the
one who endures to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.
9

L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hymn of the Day

LSB # 705 The Man Is Ever Blessed

5

How will they bear to stand
Before the judgment seat
Where all the saints at Christ’s right hand
In full assembly meet?

6

He knows and He approves
The way the righteous go;
But sinners and their works shall meet
A dreadful overthrow.

Public domain
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Sermon: Pr. Craig Beaton
Stand/Magnificat

9

Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
10

C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

11

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction

Acknowledgments
Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

13

