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T WEDNESDAY AFTER PENTECOST XV T
16 September 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
Praise is due to you, O God, in | Zion,*
and to you shall vows | be performed.
2
O you who | hears prayer,*
to you shall | all flesh come.
3
When iniquities prevail a- | gainst me,*
you atone for our trans- | gressions.
4
Blessèd is the one you choose and bring near,
to dwell | in your courts!*
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
the holiness of your | temple!
5
By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
O God of our sal- | vation,*
the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the | farthest seas;
6
the one who by his strength established the | mountains,*
being girded | with might;
7
who stills the roaring of the seas,
the roaring | of their waves,*
the tumult of the | peoples,
8
so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe | at your signs.*
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to | shout for joy.
9
You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of | water;*
you provide their grain,
for so you have pre- | pared it.
10
You water its furrows abundantly,
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Psalm 65

settling its | ridges,*
softening it with showers,
and bless- | ing its growth.
11
You crown the year with your | bounty;*
your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance.
12
The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,*
the hills gird them- | selves with joy,
13
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,*
they shout and sing together | for joy.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn
LSB # 883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

5 When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
6

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.
6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Public domain

Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
1
Then Job answered and said:
1
“Has not man a hard service on earth,
and are not his days like the days of a hired hand?
2
Like a slave who longs for the shadow,
and like a hired hand who looks for his wages,
3
so I am allotted months of emptiness,
and nights of misery are apportioned to me.
4
When I lie down I say, ‘When shall I arise?’
But the night is long,
and I am full of tossing till the dawn.
5
My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;
my skin hardens, then breaks out afresh.
6
My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle
and come to their end without hope.
7
“Remember that my life is a breath;
my eye will never again see good.
8
The eye of him who sees me will behold me no more;
while your eyes are on me, I shall be gone.
9
As the cloud fades and vanishes,
so he who goes down to Sheol does not come up;
10
he returns no more to his house,
nor does his place know him anymore.
11
“Therefore I will not restrain my mouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
12
Am I the sea, or a sea monster,
that you set a guard over me?
13
When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me,
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Job 6:1, 7:1-21

my couch will ease my complaint,’
14
then you scare me with dreams
and terrify me with visions,
15
so that I would choose strangling
and death rather than my bones.
16
I loathe my life; I would not live forever.
Leave me alone, for my days are a breath.
17
What is man, that you make so much of him,
and that you set your heart on him,
18
visit him every morning
and test him every moment?
19
How long will you not look away from me,
nor leave me alone till I swallow my spit?
20
If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of mankind?
Why have you made me your mark?
Why have I become a burden to you?
21
Why do you not pardon my transgression
and take away my iniquity?
For now I shall lie in the earth;
you will seek me, but I shall not be.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
St. John 7:1-13
1
After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews
were seeking to kill him. 2Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3So his brothers said
to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are
doing. 4For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things,
show yourself to the world.” 5For not even his brothers believed in him. 6Jesus said to them,
“My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7The world cannot hate you, but it
hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8You go up to the feast. I am not
going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9After saying this, he remained in
Galilee.
10
But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in
private. 11The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12And there
was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,”
others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 13Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke
openly of him.
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hymn of the Day

LSB # 586 Preach You the Word

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.
© 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.
Public domain

Reading: Large Catechism: Preface
9

Stand/Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
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C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus

13

Benediction
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