Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1601 N. Pleasantburg Drive
Greenville, South Carolina 29609
864 244-5825
Pastor Steve Saxe
www.lcgs.org
lcgs1601@aol.com

T WEDNESDAY AFTER PENTECOST XVI T
23 September 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
For God alone my soul waits in | silence;*
from him comes my sal- | vation.
2
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my | fortress;* I shall not be greatly | shaken.
3
How long will all of you attack a man
to | batter him,*
like a leaning wall, a | tottering fence?
4
They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in | falsehood.*
They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly | they curse.
5
For God alone, O my soul, wait in | silence,*
for my hope is | from him.
6
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my | fortress;* I shall not be | shaken.
7
On God rests my salvation and my | glory;*
my mighty rock, my refuge | is God.
8
Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart be- | fore him;*
God is a refuge | for us.
9
Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a de- | lusion;*
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter | than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on | robbery;*
if riches increase, set not your | heart on them.
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Psalm 62
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Once God has spoken;
twice have I | heard this:*
that power belongs to God,
12
and that to you, O Lord, belongs | steadfast love.
For you will render | to a man*
according | to his work.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn

LSB # 878 Abide with Me
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5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Public domain

Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
Acts 13:1-12
1
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and
Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then after fasting and
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.
4
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they
sailed to Cyprus. 5When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 6When they had gone through the
whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet
named Bar-Jesus. 7He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who
summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8But Elymas the magician
(for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from
the faith. 9But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at
him 10and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and
villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11And now, behold,
the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.”
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him
by the hand. 12Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
St. John 9:1-17
1
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.
2
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is
7

day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva.
Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.”
He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
11
He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go
to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked
him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And
there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 551 When to Our World the Savior Came
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© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.
Public domain

Reading: Large Catechism: The 1st Commandment (page LSB 321)
Stand/

Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

11

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus

Benediction
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