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T WEDNESDAY AFTER PENTECOST XVII T
30 September 2020 ~ Vespers
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
Preserve me, | O God,* for in you I take | refuge.
2
I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;*
I have no good a- | part from you.”
3
As for the saints | in the land,* they are the excellent ones,
in whom is all | my delight.
4
The sorrows of those who run after another god shall | multiply;*
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names | on my lips.
5
The LORD is my chosen portion | and my cup;*
you | hold my lot.
6
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant | places;*
indeed, I have a beautiful in- | heritance.
7
I bless the LORD who gives me | counsel;*
in the night also my heart in- | structs me.
8
I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;*
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken.
9
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;*
my flesh also | dwells secure.
10
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,*
or let your holy one see cor- | ruption.
11
You make known to me the | path of life;*
in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
5

Psalm 16

Office Hymn

LSB # 886 The Day Thou Gavest

5 So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
Thy kingdom stands and grows forever,
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.
Public domain

Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
Acts 15:1-11
1
But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
3
So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
6

describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
4
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged
to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order
them to keep the law of Moses.”
6
The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7And after there
had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of
the gospel and believe. 8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving
them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9and he made no distinction between us and them,
having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by
placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear? 11But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they
will.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
St. John 11:17-29
17
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is coming into the world.”
28
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to
him.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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Hymn of the Day
LSB # 552 O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life

Tune: © 2004 Kevin J. Hildebrand. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004803
Text: © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004803

Reading: Large Catechism: The 1st Commandment, continued
Stand/

8

Magnificat

9

Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction
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