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Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING!
We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and
action of Jesus Christ are central. Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex
(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy
Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side
of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering
plate or give it to one of the ushers.
If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service.
COMMUNION: When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and
the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents
the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the
center of the tray.
*PLEASE NOTE*
Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with
Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book.
Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you…
are baptized in the name of the Triune God,
repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,
believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,
believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine
for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.
If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with
us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you
commune with us. Thank you!
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The Prelude
The Greetings and Theme of the Day

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism .

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T
Entrance Hymn
LSB # 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine;
Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame
We offer to Thy name.
Public domain

4

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh
us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
II Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1
Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in
your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people
of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore,
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thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I
have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you.
And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their
own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you
rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you
a house.
16
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne
shall be established forever.’”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
All sing as the candle is being lit:

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.
O Antiphon: O Key of David
O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You close and
no one can | open:
Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shad- | ow of death.
Psalm
1
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;*
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations.
2
For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up for- | ever;*
in the heavens you will establish your | faithfulness.”
3
You have said, “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;*
I have sworn to David my | servant:
4
‘I will establish your offspring for- | ever,*
and build your throne for all gener- | ations.’”
5
Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O LORD,*
your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones!
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Psalm 89:1-5

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
O Antiphon: O Key of David
O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You close and
no one can | open:
Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shad- | ow of death.
Epistle
Romans 16:25-27
25
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
26
but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of
faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.

26

St. Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
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And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
34
35

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
8

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Public domain

Sermon: Christ Enwombed
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
C Amen
Stand
9

Offertory

Prayer of the Church
P Come O Lord,
C And hear our prayer
Pax Domini
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

Choir Anthem
Stand

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T
10

Preface

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer
P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution of the Sacrament
Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the
bread /wafers in your hand.
An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail.
After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of
your paper container in the waste basket
Communion Distribution Hymns
LSB # 332 Savior of the Nations, Come
LSB # 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Savior of the Nations, Come
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5

God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

8

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114. Public domain

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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Public domain

Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
Salutation and Benedicamus
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Benediction

Announcements
Exit Hymn
LSB # 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1-4, 6, 7 only)

17

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Dismissal
P
C

Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

FLOWERS: Otis & Michelle Smith ~ to the glory of God
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
GIFTS TO OUR PASTOR: LCGS members who wish to participate in gifting a monetary gift
to our Pastor are asked to directly bless our pastor during this season. (Please make all checks
payable to: Steven Saxe.) We do this to avoid any semblance of “Pass Through” of gifts. IRS
rules state that no gift presented to an employee should ever pass through the employer. Put
another way, the IRS does not allow you to designate a gift to Pastor and receive it on your
Statement of Contributions). As is our tradition here at LCGS, a box will be made available
directly before and after each service. Please do not place your gift in the collection plate and
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only use the box for your gift. Mailed in gifts should be to ATTENTION: ELDERS. The
preferred and more defendable option is for members to address their gifts to Pastor and have
them collected by the designated Council Members to be presented to Pastor before the
Congregation. Traditionally the President of the congregation has presented the gifts to Pastor at
the 8:30 PM Christmas Eve Service. Any questions can be directed to Jeff Skeris,
jeffskeris@gmail.com. Thank you!
MOTION TO RECOGNIZE ALL INVOLVED IN THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF
THE CHURCH DURING COVID-19: Council would like to thank and offer their appreciation
for all LCGS members who have volunteered their time, effort and expertise during this period.
Their work has been invaluable to the continued operation of the Church from opening access to
services virtually for those who can’t attend to those who ensure attending members have a clean
and safe sanctuary in which to worship. We thank the many individuals who have participated
during services from singing in the choir, to helping Pastor and teaching Sunday School. It is
with humble gratitude we thank you for your continued service to our community and offer our
support as needed. Thank you.
PORTALS OF PRAYER: Portals of Prayer, January-March 2021, are available on the table in
the narthex.

SUNDAYSCHOOL: Sunday School classes have resumed with precautions (masking and
distancing according to LCGS guidelines) in this revised format:
a. Ages 2-3 taught by Leigh Ann Bockle (in the nursery).
b. Combined children’s Sunday School (ages 4-11) taught by Heidi & Jake Nagy with Jan
Saxe assisting (in the large fellowship hall and/or outside if the weather allows). They will
focus on catechism and Bible lessons with our CPH materials on hand. Children's SS
offering will commence via LWML children’s mite boxes.
c. Confirmation class taught by Pr Steve Saxe (less than 5 in the library).
d. Adult class (including post-Confirmation students) taught by Markus Bockle (in the
sanctuary). This might be offered via live streaming as well.
e. Adult Catechism, taught by Pr Saxe, has resumed every other SUN evening - both in
person & via Zoom.
POINSETTIA SIGN UP: A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex. The cost is $18.00.
THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church
news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door.
You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill.
THE LADIES #1 BIBLE STUDY needs YOU! All Good Shepherd Ladies and friends are
invited to join us as we study St. John’s Gospel this year. We meet in the fellowship hall in
masked/ distanced small groups AND offer a Zoom option as well. All are welcome! If you are
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interested in joining us, please call or text Jan Saxe (864) 607-0217. Our Bible studies are held
each Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 12 noon and Wednesday at 10 a.m. Copies of the questions we
will discuss are available on the table in the church narthex under the bulletin board. Please note
that we will NOT meet for our study December 22 and 23 or the following week, December
29 and 30.
UNITED MINISTRIES: United Ministries’ Place of Hope Needs Men’s Socks. Many of our
homeless participants do a lot of walking. If their socks are worn out, we like to be able to give
them a pair of new clean socks to put on their clean feet. We are down to our last 25 or so pairs. If
you are able, pick up a package of new socks for our participants. For your convenience, you can
place them in the baskets marked “United Ministries” located in the narthex under the table. Or,
the Deliveries can be made to United Ministries, 606 Pendleton Street, from 8:00 – 5:00 Monday
– Thursday and until noon on Fridays. Thanks for considering!
GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: Jane Kerr is now our contact person for the Good Samaritan
Fund. She will work with Pastor to insure that donations promptly be distributed to those in need.
If you have a need or if you know of a person or family who has a need - inside or outside our
congregation - please e-mail Jane at Kerrkw@hotmail.com.
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: December 20 – Advent IV – Anyone who experiences surprise
pregnancy understands Mary’s “greatly troubled” (Luke 1:29). But since every conception comes
about only by God’s good and gracious will, we can rest assured that especially in such
circumstances, “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28) and “You have found favor with God”
(Luke 1:30). Who needs “my body, my choice” when we can declare, “Let it be to me according
to Your Word” (Luke 1:38)?
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