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Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING!
We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and
action of Jesus Christ are central. Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex
(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy
Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side
of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering
plate or give it to one of the ushers.
If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service.
COMMUNION: When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and
the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents
the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the
center of the tray.
*PLEASE NOTE*
Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with
Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book.
Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you…
are baptized in the name of the Triune God,
repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,
believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,
believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine
for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.
If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with
us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you
commune with us. Thank you!
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The Prelude
The Greetings and Theme of the Day

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Kneed/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T
Entrance Hymn
LSB # 376 Once in Royal David’s City
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5 Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!
Public domain

Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
Kyrie

4

5

Gloria in Excelsis

6

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant
that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

First Reading
I Kings 3:4-15
4
The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.
5
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have
made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not
know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you
have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”
10
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now
do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like
you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your
days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as
your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
15
And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace
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offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
97
Oh how I | love your law!*
It is my meditation | all the day.
98
Your commandment makes me wiser than my | enemies,*
for it is ever | with me.
99
I have more understanding than all my | teachers,*
for your testimonies are my medi- | tation.
100
I understand more than the | agèd,*
for I keep your | precepts.
101
I hold back my feet from every | evil way,*
in order to | keep your word.
102
I do not turn aside from your | just decrees,*
for you have | taught me.
103
How sweet are your words | to my taste,*
sweeter than honey | to my mouth!
104
Through your precepts I get under- | standing;*
therefore I hate every | false way.

Psalm 119:97-104

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Epistle
Ephesians 1:3-14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he
predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the
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first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Common Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

40

St. Luke 2:40-52

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him.
41
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
44
but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to
search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents
saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us
so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to
them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down
with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up
all these things in her heart.
52
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 410 Within the Father’s House

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace
6 Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.
Public domain

Sit

Sermon: Filled and Favored
C

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
10

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P O Christ, born for us,
C Have mercy and hear us.
Stand

Pax Domini
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).
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Sit

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T
Preface

Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
P The gifts of God for the people of God
C Thanks be to God!
Agnus Dei

Sit
14

Distribution of the Sacrament
Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the
bread /wafers in your hand.
An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail.
After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of
your paper container in the waste basket
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Communion Distribution Hymns
LSB # 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
LSB # 383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Public domain
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A Great and Mighty Wonder

Public domain

Stand

Post-Communion Canticle/Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Announcements
Exit Hymn
LSB # 385 From East to West
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Public domain

P
C

Dismissal
Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

FLOWERS: Marque & Barb Kilpatrick ~ to the glory of God
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWER CHART: The 2021 FLOWER CHART is posted in the narthex. Please sign up to
provide flowers to glorify God in the sanctuary. Thank you.

LWML: LWML will meet via ZOOM on Sunday, January 17th at 1:30 PM. If you would like
to attend, please send your email address to Barb Kilpatrick at foozle53@gmail.com to receive
an invitation. We will be discussing our yearly benevolent gifts, in addition to Bible study.
PORTALS OF PRAYER: Portals of Prayer, January-March 2021, are available on the table
in the narthex.

SUNDAYSCHOOL: Sunday School classes have resumed with precautions (masking and
distancing according to LCGS guidelines) in this revised format:
a. Ages 2-3 taught by Leigh Ann Bockle (in the nursery).
b. Combined children’s Sunday School (ages 4-11) taught by Heidi & Jake Nagy with Jan
Saxe assisting (in the large fellowship hall and/or outside if the weather allows). They will
focus on catechism and Bible lessons with our CPH materials on hand. Children's SS
offering will commence via LWML children’s mite boxes.
c. Confirmation class taught by Pr Steve Saxe (less than 5 in the library).
d. Adult class (including post-Confirmation students) taught by Markus Bockle (in the
sanctuary). This might be offered via live streaming as well.
e. Adult Catechism, taught by Pr Saxe, has resumed every other SUN evening - both in
person & via Zoom.
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THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church
news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door.
You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill.
THE LADIES #1 BIBLE STUDY needs YOU! All Good Shepherd Ladies and friends are
invited to join us as we study St. John’s Gospel this year. We meet in the fellowship hall in
masked/ distanced small groups AND offer a Zoom option as well. All are welcome! If you are
interested in joining us, please call or text Jan Saxe (864) 607-0217. Our Bible studies are held
each Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 12 noon and Wednesday at 10 a.m. Copies of the questions we
will discuss are available on the table in the church narthex under the bulletin board.
UNITED MINISTRIES: United Ministries’ Place of Hope Needs Men’s Socks. Many of our
homeless participants do a lot of walking. If their socks are worn out, we like to be able to give
them a pair of new clean socks to put on their clean feet. We are down to our last 25 or so pairs. If
you are able, pick up a package of new socks for our participants. For your convenience, you can
place them in the baskets marked “United Ministries” located in the narthex under the table. Or,
the Deliveries can be made to United Ministries, 606 Pendleton Street, from 8:00 – 5:00 Monday
– Thursday and until noon on Fridays. Thanks for considering!
GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: Jane Kerr is now our contact person for the Good Samaritan
Fund. She will work with Pastor to insure that donations promptly be distributed to those in need.
If you have a need or if you know of a person or family who has a need - inside or outside our
congregation - please e-mail Jane at Kerrkw@hotmail.com.
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: January 3 “God is not just our God or the God of just our people or
just our nation or our congregation or our denomination or our demographic category or our tribe
or our ethnicity or our language. There is no justice if it’s just about just us. No, God is the God
of all time and all space and all people. In Christ, all things hang together. Step into your new
year with this fresh recognition that the Holy Spirit wants to fill every nook and cranny of your
life until you overflow with God’s everlasting love for everybody.”
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