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T Christ-mass Eve Vigil Eucharist T
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LSB Setting 1

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS HOLY EVENING!
We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and
action of Jesus Christ are central. Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex
(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy
Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side
of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering
plate or give it to one of the ushers.
If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service.
COMMUNION: When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and
the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents
the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the
center of the tray.
*PLEASE NOTE*
Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the Sacrament of
Holy Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the
Lutheran Service Book.

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us
if you…
are baptized in the name of the Triune God,
repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,
believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,
believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread
& wine for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.
If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the
Sacrament with us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion
Registration cards if you commune with us. Thank you!

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Prelude
Fantasy on Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ (We Praise Thee Jesus At Thy Birth)….….Ludwig Lenel
The Greetings and Theme of the Day
T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T
Please stand (as able) and face the doors to the nave at the back.

P
C

Christ is born!
Glorify Him!

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T
P

4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the
law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Galatians 4:4-5
Entrance Hymn

LSB # 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
3

Public domain

Kyrie

4

Gloria in Excelsis

5

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
7

Isaiah 9:2-7

to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
1Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;*
sing to the LORD, | all the earth!
2Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;*
tell of his salvation from | day to day.
3Declare his glory among the | nations,*
his marvelous works among all the | peoples!
4For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;*
he is to be feared a- | bove all gods.
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,*
but the LORD made the | heavens.
6Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;*
strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary.
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,*
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength!
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;*
tremble before him, | all the earth!
10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!
Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be moved;*
he will judge the peoples with | equity.”
11Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;*
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12let the field exult, and every- | thing in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13before the LORD, | for he comes,*
for he comes to | judge the earth.
He will judge the world in | righteousness,*
and the peoples in his | faithfulness.
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Psalm 96

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Epistle
Titus 2:11-14
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly
lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and
to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Procession
Common Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter.

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
1
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8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

Sit

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Sermon: God’s Gift Wrapped
Stand

Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P O Christ, born for us,
C Hear our prayer.
Stand
Following the prayers, the people greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,”
as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3)

Pax Domini

Sit

Choral Anthem
Angels and the Shepherds (7 PM)
Solo: Ave Maria sung by Diana McElwee (8:30 PM)
Stand

T LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT T
Preface
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer

P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your
will.
He is your Word, inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things, and in Him you take delight.
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break
the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to
establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
P Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before you, giving
you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your
priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through Him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
C Amen
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your glorious Nativity, Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord's Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
P The gifts of God for the people of God.
C Thanks be to God
Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution of the Sacrament
Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the
bread /wafers in your hand.
An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail.
After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of
your paper container in the waste basket
Communion Distribution Hymns
Solo: Ave Maria .......................................................................... sung by Diana McElwee (7 PM)
LSB # 370 What Child is This
LSB # 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
What Child Is This
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Public domain

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Public domain

Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

T LITURGY OF LIGHT T
P Christ is born!
C Glorify Him!
Verse: Isaiah 9: 2 & St. John 1:4
P 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shined.
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C 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
To light your candle, please hold it sideways into the flame. Once your candle is lit, please straighten and
then hold it straight to avoid dripping of wax.

CANDLES & CAROL: LSB # 363 Silent Night, Holy Night!

1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Please extinguish candles, holding them upright and be seated

Benediction
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Announcements
Exit Hymn
LSB #387 Joy to the World

Public domain

P
C
P
C

Dismissal
Christ is born!
Glorify Him!
Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
We gather tomorrow morning, Friday, with joy for
The Nativity of Our Lord; Christ-mass Day at 10:30 AM
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FLOWERS: Kathy Washington ~ in memory of her parents, Jesse & Ruth Washington

POINSETTIAS GIVEN BY:
Barb & Marque Kilpatrick
Leslie & Shirley Koivula
Pr. Steve & Jan Saxe
Betty Wade
Kathy Washington
Les & Shirley Koivula
Mack & Shirley Whitley
Buzz & Nancy Sprinkle
Pr. Emil & Amy Witschy
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