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T WEDNESDAY AFTER EPIPHANY II T
20 January 2021 ~ Vespers

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Versicles (Common)
L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.
L Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church.
Phos Hilaron
L Joyous light of glory:
C of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.
Thanksgiving for Light
L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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3

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms

Psalm
1
He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*
will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
2
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,*
my God, in | whom I trust.”
3
For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler*
and from the deadly | pestilence.
4
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.
5
You will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,
6
nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.
7
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your | right hand,*
but it will not come | near you.
8
You will only look | with your eyes*
and see the recompense of the | wicked.
9
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
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Psalm 91

10

no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
11
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
12
On their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
13
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.
14
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will de- | liver him;*
I will protect him, because he | knows my name.
15
When he calls to me, I will answer him;
I will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.
16
With long life I will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.”
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn
LSB # 883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
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5

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

6

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
5
I am the LORD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God;
I equip you, though you do not know me,
6
that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
7
I form light and create darkness,
I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the LORD, who does all these things.
8
“Shower, O heavens, from above,
and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit;
let the earth cause them both to sprout;
I the LORD have created it.
9
“Woe to him who strives with him who formed him,
a pot among earthen pots!
Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’
or ‘Your work has no handles’?
10
Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’
or to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’”
11
Thus says the LORD,
the Holy One of Israel, and the one who formed him:
“Ask me of things to come;
will you command me concerning my children and the work of my hands?
12
I made the earth
and created man on it;
it was my hands that stretched out the heavens,
6

Isaiah 45:5-17

and I commanded all their host.
13
I have stirred him up in righteousness,
and I will make all his ways level;
he shall build my city
and set my exiles free,
not for price or reward,”
says the LORD of hosts.
14
Thus says the LORD:
“The wealth of Egypt and the merchandise of Cush,
and the Sabeans, men of stature,
shall come over to you and be yours;
they shall follow you;
they shall come over in chains and bow down to you.
They will plead with you, saying:
‘Surely God is in you, and there is no other,
no god besides him.’”
15
Truly, you are a God who hides yourself,
O God of Israel, the Savior.
16
All of them are put to shame and confounded;
the makers of idols go in confusion together.
17
But Israel is saved by the LORD
with everlasting salvation;
you shall not be put to shame or confounded
to all eternity.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
St. Mark 4:21-34
21
And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and
not on a stand? 22For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret
except to come to light. 23If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24And he said to them,
“Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and
still more will be added to you. 25For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”
26
And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The
earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when
the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
7

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we
use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than
all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in
its shade.”
33
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did
not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained
everything.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
30

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hymn of the Day

LSB # 578 Thy Strong Word

8

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
6 God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.
Public domain

Reading: Large Catechism: 4th Commandment, cont.
Stand/

Magnificat
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Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
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let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus

Benediction
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