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Setting 1

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS FESTAL EVENING!
We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and
action of Jesus Christ are central. Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex
(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy
Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side
of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering
plate or give it to one of the ushers.
If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service.
COMMUNION: When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and
the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents
the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the
center of the tray.
*PLEASE NOTE*
Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the Sacrament of
Holy Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the
Lutheran Service Book.

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us
if you…
are baptized in the name of the Triune God,
repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,
believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,
believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread
& wine for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.
If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the
Sacrament with us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion
Registration cards if you commune with us. Thank you!
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The Prelude
The Greetings and Theme of the Day

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Stand

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T
Entrance Hymn
LSB # 403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race
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6 And we are jubilant today,
For You have washed our guilt away.
O hear the glad new song we sing
On this, the birthday of our King!
Alleluia!
7 O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born,
Let songs of praise Your name adorn,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Alleluia!
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.
© 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114.

Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
4

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
1
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your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
1Give the king your justice, | O God,*
and your righteousness to the | royal son!
2May he judge your people with | righteousness,*
and your poor with | justice!
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,*
and the hills, in | righteousness!
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the | needy,*
and crush the op- | pressor!
5May they fear you while the | sun endures,*
and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations!
6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,*
like showers that wa- | ter the earth!
7In his days may the righteous | flourish,*
and peace abound, till the moon | be no more!
8May he have dominion from | sea to sea,*
and from the River to the ends | of the earth!
9May desert tribes bow down be- | fore him*
and his enemies | lick the dust!
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands
render him | tribute;*
may the kings of Sheba and Seba |
bring gifts!
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Psalm 72:1-11
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May all kings fall down be- | fore him,*
all nations | serve him!

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Sit

Epistle
Ephesians 3:1-12
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given
me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to
light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Festal Gospel Procession
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
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Matthew 2:1-12

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day
LSB # 397 As with Gladness Men of Old
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Sit

Sermon: Giver Everlasting
Stand

Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Stand/kneel

Prayer of the Church
P O Lord, revealed to us
C Have mercy and hear us.
Stand

Pax Domini
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

Sit

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T
Preface
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
P The gifts of God for the people of God
C Thanks be to God!
Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution of the Sacrament
Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the
bread /wafers in your hand.
An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail.
After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of
your paper container in the waste basket
Communion Distribution Hymns
LSB # 412 The People That In Darkness Sat
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5 His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

Public domain

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle/Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction

Announcements
Exit Hymn
LSB # 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing
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P
C

Dismissal
Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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