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T WEDNESDAY OF LENT, WEEK IV T
17 March 2021, 7:00 PM ~ Evening Prayer

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Service of Light
Stand

Versicles (Lent)

Phos Hilaron

2

Thanksgiving for Light

3

Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141

4

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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Additional Psalms
Psalm 6
1

O LORD, rebuke me not in your | anger,*
nor discipline me | in your wrath.
2
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | languishing;*
heal me, O LORD, for my bones are | troubled.
3
My soul also is greatly | troubled.*
But you, O LORD— | how long?
4
Turn, O LORD, deliv- | er my life;*
save me for the sake of your | steadfast love.
5
For in death there is no remem- | brance of you;*
in Sheol who will | give you praise?
6
I am weary with my moaning;
every night I flood my | bed with tears;*
I drench my couch with my | weeping.
7
My eye wastes away be- | cause of grief;*
it grows weak because of | all my foes.
8
Depart from me, all you workers of | evil,*
for the LORD has heard the sound of my | weeping.
9
The LORD has | heard my plea;*
the LORD ac- | cepts my prayer.
10
All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly | troubled;*
they shall turn back and be put to shame in a | moment.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Office Hymn
LSB # 429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died
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5 The balm of life, the cure of woe,
The measure and the pledge of love,
The sinner’s refuge here below,
The angels’ theme in heav’n above.

Public domain

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace
By bitter grief and anguish sore,
Be praise from all the ransomed race
Forever and forevermore.
Reading From Holy Scripture

St. Matthew 7:17-20; 21:18-22
17
So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their
fruits.
18
In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19And seeing a fig tree
by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May
no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.
20
When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
21
And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will
not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken
up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22And whatever you ask in prayer, you will
receive, if you have faith.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hymn of the Day
LSB # 691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
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Reading/Sermon: The Barren Fig Tree
Stand/Magnificat
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Stand

Litany
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Stand

Benedicamus

Benediction

Closing Hymn
LSB # 561 The Tree of Life
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