Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1601 N. Pleasantburg Drive
Greenville, South Carolina 29609
864 244-5825
Pastor Steve Saxe
www.lcgs.org
lcgs1601@aol.com

T WEDNESDAY OF EASTER, WEEK IV T
28 April 2021, 7:00 PM ~ Vespers

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.
If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.
The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak
Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space.

Order of Evening Prayer, LSB
Service of Light
Hymnal front page 243

Phos Hilaron

2

Thanksgiving for Light
L We praise and thank you, O God, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, through
whom you have enlightened us, by revealing the light that never fades. Night is
falling and day’s allotted span draws to a close. The daylight which you created for
our pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of your free gift, now the evening lights do
not fail us. We praise you and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;
through him be glory power and honor to you and the Holy Spirit, now and always
and forever and ever.
C Amen.
Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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L Let us pray.
4

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
Additional Psalms
Psalm
1
When Israel went out from | Egypt,*
the house of Jacob from a people of strange | language,
2
Judah became his sanctu- | ary,*
Israel his do- | minion.
3
The sea | looked and fled;*
Jordan | turned back.
4
The mountains skipped | like rams,*
the | hills like lambs.
5
What ails you, O sea, | that you flee?*
O Jordan, that you | turn back?
6
O mountains, that you | skip like rams?*
O | hills, like lambs?
7
Tremble, O earth, at the presence | of the Lord,*
at the presence of the God of | Jacob,
8
who turns the rock into a pool of | water,*
the flint into a spring of | water.
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Psalm
1
Praise the LORD, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!
2
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. |
Praise the LORD!
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
5

Psalm 114:1–8

Psalm 117:1–2

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Sit

Office Hymn
LSB # 887 Now the Light Has Gone Away
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Readings from Holy Scripture
First Reading
Colossians 2:8–23
8
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have been filled
in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with
a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the
dead. 13And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by canceling
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it
to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.
16
Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17These are a shadow of the things to
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Let no one disqualify you, insisting on
6

asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without
reason by his sensuous mind, 19and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
that is from God.
20
If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 21“Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not
touch” 22(referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according to human
precepts and teachings? 23These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting selfmade religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in
stopping the indulgence of the flesh.
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading
St. Luke 6:39–49
39
He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both
fall into a pit? 40A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained
will be like his teacher. 41Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do
not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother,
let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.
43
“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44for each
tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes
picked from a bramble bush. 45The good person out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
46
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47Everyone who
comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48he is
like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it
had been well built. 49But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built
a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it,
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.”
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God!
7

P
C

In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hymn of the Day
LSB # 604 I Bind unto Myself Today
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Sermon
Stand

Magnificat

9

10

Litany (sung)
The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
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C
L
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L
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Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
12

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Stand

Benedicamus

Benediction

Acknowledgments
Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

13

