
 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
1601 N. Pleasantburg Drive 

Greenville, South Carolina 29609 

864 244-5825 

Pastor Steve Saxe 

www.lcgs.org      lcgs1601@aol.com 
 
 

 

 
 

T The Ascension of Our Lord T 
May 13th, 2021. 7:00 PM 

LSB setting 1 

 
 

 

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave. 

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns. 

 

The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak 

reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 

http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:lcgs1601@aol.com
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GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING! 

 

We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and 

action of Jesus Christ are central.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex 

(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy 

Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side 

of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering 

plate or give it to one of the ushers. 

 

 If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service. 

 

COMMUNION:  When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and 

the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents 

the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the 

center of the tray. 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the  Sacrament of Holy 

Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with 

Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book. 

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you… 

are baptized in the name of the Triune God,  

repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,  

believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,  

believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine 

for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.  

 

If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with 

us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you 

commune with us. Thank you! 
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Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 
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Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Prelude 

The Greetings and Theme of the Day 
 

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

We stand (as able) during Eastertide as adopted sons and daughters through Jesus Christ 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
Stand 

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

Entrance Hymn 

LSB # 534  Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

  be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

      
Sit 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by 

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven 

as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 47:1–9 
1Clap your hands, all | peoples!* 

Shout to God with loud | songs of joy! 
2For the LORD, the Most High, is | to be feared,* 

a great king over | all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples | under us,* 

and nations un- | der our feet. 
4He chose our heritage | for us,* 

the pride of Jacob | whom he loves.  
5God has gone up | with a shout,* 

the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 
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6Sing praises to God, sing | praises!* 

Sing praises to our King, sing | praises! 
7For God is the King of | all the earth;* 

sing praises | with a psalm! 
8God reigns over the | nations;* 

God sits on his | holy throne. 
9The princes of the peoples gather 

as the people of the God of | Abraham.* 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

he is highly ex- | alted! 
 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 

all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as 

head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Festal Gospel Procession 

Common Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel  St. Luke 24:44-53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
 

 
 

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus 

it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of 

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 532 The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns 

 

 
 

5 They suffer with their Lord below, 

    They reign with Him above, 
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Their profit and their joy to know 

    The myst’ry of His love. 

 

6 The cross He bore is life and health, 

    Though shame and death to Him: 

His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 

    Their everlasting theme. 
Public domain 

Sit 

Sermon: His Body Above and Below 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
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     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We stand (as able) during Eastertide as adopted sons and daughters through Jesus Christ 

P Risen & Ascended Lord, 

C Have mercy and hear us. 

 

Pax Domini 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 

sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

 

 
 

Offertory 
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P  Let us pray. 

P  Most merciful Father 

C  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T 
Preface 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up 

into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life.  Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this 

       end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

 He is your Word, inseparable from you. 

Through him you created all things,  and in him you take delight.  

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.  

He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy  

Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  

It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he  

stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.  

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,  

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give 

light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,  
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be Thy name,  

      Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P  The gifts of God for the people of God 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Agnus Dei 
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Sit 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the 

bread /wafers in your hand. 

An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail. 

After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of 

your paper container in the waste basket  
 

Communion Distribution Hymns 

LSB #493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114. Public domain 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Post-Communion Canticle/Thank the Lord 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 

Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days 

of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Benediction 

 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Exit Hymn 

LSB # 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 
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© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114. 

© 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012114. 

 

Dismissal 

P Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
FLOWERS: There are several openings on the flower chart, through the end of the year. Please 

consider signing up to provide flowers for the altar. Cost is $35 plus delivery and tax; a bill is sent 

directly to you from the florist.  

LWML will meet via ZOOM on Sunday, May 16th, at 1:30pm. This is our last meeting before 

our summer break and we will be discussing the rummage sale, as well as Bible study. All ladies 

of the congregation are welcome to join LWML. If you would like a link to the meeting, please 

send your email address to Barb Kilpatrick at foozle53@gmail.com 

LCGS SPRING WORKDAY: SPRING WORKDAY is scheduled for SATURDAY, MAY 22, 

2021, at 9:00 AM. We plan to complete some of the outside work on the side of the church; and, of 

course, anything else that requires attention that we want to do indoors or out. A sign-up sheet is on 

the bulletin board in the narthex or you can contact Jack Duggan @ jcduggan@verizon.net or 

716-866-7388.  

mailto:foozle53@gmail.com
mailto:jcduggan@verizon.net
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GRADUATING SENIORS: If you are/were (or have/had) a graduating senior in 2020 or 

2021, please let Jennifer Johnson know asap at jdjcpa7304@yahoo.com. The Board of 

Christian Education would like to recognize you/them at the end of May. Thanks!  

VIRGINIA CREEPER, SEPT 11, 2021: If you would be interested in a weekend adventure to 

Abingdon, VA and riding the Virginia Creeper on Sept. 11, 2021, let me know of your interest. 

This is a great adventure, suitable for the whole family. If you can stay upright on a bike, you can 

ride and enjoy this wonderful rail-trail – not to mention the great fellowship & food. A 10-person 

minimum will be required. Either call & leave a message for Jim Derrick at 864-297-0963, or 

email to jasder61@gmail.com.  Please leave full name & phone number if you call.   

CONTRIBUTIONS: If you are unable to attend a worship service in person, contributions can 

be mailed to: 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

1601 North Pleasantburg Drive 

Greenville, SC  29609 

Attention: Financial Secretary 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School classes have resumed with precautions (masking and 

distancing according to LCGS guidelines) in this revised format: 

a. Ages 2-3 taught by Leigh Ann Bockle (in the nursery). 

b. Combined children’s Sunday School (ages 4-11) taught by Heidi & Jake Nagy with Jan Saxe 

assisting (in the large fellowship hall and/or outside if the weather allows).  

c. Confirmation class taught by Pr. Steve Saxe (less than 5 in the library). 

d. Adult class (including post-Confirmation students) taught by Markus Bockle (in the 

sanctuary). This might be offered via live streaming as well.  

e. Adult Catechism, taught by Pr. Saxe, has resumed every other SUN evening - both in 

person & via Zoom.  

THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church 

news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door. 

You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill. 

DEVOTIONALS: April-June, 2021 Portals of Prayer are available in the Narthex. 

THE LADIES #1 BIBLE STUDY warmly welcomes new members!  All Good Shepherd Ladies 

and friends are invited to join us as we continue our study of selected Psalms with Psalm 84.  

We meet in the fellowship hall in masked/distanced small groups AND offer a Zoom option on 

Thursdays as well. All are welcome! If you are interested in joining us, please call or text Jan 

Saxe (864) 607-0217. Our in-person Bible studies are held each Tuesday at 10 a.m. and  

Wednesday at 10 a.m. Copies of the questions we will discuss are available on the table in the 

church narthex under the bulletin board.

mailto:jdjcpa7304@yahoo.com
mailto:jasder61@gmail.com
http://www.lcgs.org/
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UNITED MINISTRIES: United Ministries’ Place of Hope Needs Men’s Socks. Many of our 

homeless participants do a lot of walking. We like to be able to give them a pair of new clean socks 

to put on their clean feet. If you are able, pick up a package of new socks for our participants. For 

your convenience, you can place them in the baskets marked “United Ministries” located in the 

narthex under the table. Or, the Deliveries can be made to United Ministries, 606 Pendleton Street, 

from 8:00 – 5:00 Monday – Thursday and until noon on Fridays. Thanks for considering! 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: Jane Kerr is now our contact person for the Good Samaritan 

Fund. She will work with Pastor to insure that donations promptly be distributed to those in need. 

If you have a need or if you know of a person or family who has a need - inside or outside our 

congregation - please e-mail Jane at Kerrkw@hotmail.com. 

 

mailto:Kerrkw@hotmail.com

