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Please turn off all cell phones, pagers and electrical devices before entering the nave.  

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.  
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GOOD SHEPHERD WELCOMES OUR VISITORS THIS EVENING! 

We welcome you to this service of prayer and God’s Word! Please indicate your visit by completing one of 

the Visitor Welcome cards in the pew rack and leaving it in the offering plate. 
              

 
The congregation is silent as the chancel candles are lit. 

Opening Verses 
Page 253 

 

Confession 
Page 254 

 

Psalmody 

Psalm Psalm 132 
 

1Remember, O LORD, in David’s | favor,* 

all the hardships | he endured, 
2how he swore | to the LORD* 

and vowed to the Mighty One of | Jacob, 
3“I will not en- | ter my house* 

or get in- | to my bed, 
4I will not give sleep | to my eyes* 

or slumber to my | eyelids, 
5until I find a place- |  for the LORD,* 

a dwelling place for the Mighty One of | Jacob.” 
6Behold, we heard of it in | Ephrathah;* 

we found it in the | fields of Jaar. 
7“Let us go to his | dwelling place;* 

let us worship at his | footstool!” 
8Arise, O LORD, and go to your | resting place,* 

you and the ark | of your might. 
9Let your priests be clothed with | righteousness,* 

and let your saints | shout for joy. 
10For the sake of your servant | David,* 

do not turn away the face of your a- | nointed one. 
11The LORD swore to David a sure oath 

from which he will | not turn back:* 

“One of the sons of your body 

I will set | on your throne. 
12If your sons keep my covenant 
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and my testimonies that I shall | teach them,* 

their sons also forever 

shall sit | on your throne.” 
13For the LORD has chosen | Zion;* 

he has desired it for his | dwelling place: 
14“This is my resting place for- | ever;* 

here I will dwell, for I have de- | sired it. 
15I will abundantly bless her pro- | visions;* 

I will satisfy her | poor with bread. 
16Her priests I will clothe with sal- | vation,* 

and her saints will | shout for joy. 
17There I will make a horn to sprout for | David;* 

I have prepared a lamp for my a- | nointed. 
18His enemies I will | clothe with shame,* 

but on him his | crown will shine.” 
 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

 

 

Office Hymn 

LSB # 337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

 

Reading from Holy Scripture 
Page 255 

Reading St. Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 

he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 

Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in 
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keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 

wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
Responsory 

Page 255 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 354 Arise, O Christian People 
 

Sermon: Advent Activity One: Prepare 
Stand 

Prayer 

(any number of petitions may be offered) 
Page 256 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Page 257  

 

Nunc Dimittis 
Page 258 

 

Benediction 
Page 259 

 

Announcements 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your offering may be left in the offering box in the narthex. 
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