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Please turn off all cell phones, pagers and electrical devices before entering the nave.  

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.  
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GOOD SHEPHERD WELCOMES OUR VISITORS THIS EVENING! We welcome you to this 

service of prayer and God’s Word! Please indicate your visit by completing one of the Visitor Welcome 

cards in the pew rack and leaving it in the offering plate. 

 
 

The congregation is silent as the chancel candles are lit. 

Opening Verses 
Page 253 

 

Confession 
Page 254 

 

Psalmody 

“O Antiphon” for December 22 

O King of the nations, the ruler 

They long for, the cornerstone 

Uniting all | people* 

Come and save us all, 

Whom You formed | out of clay. 

Psalm Psalm 7 
1O LORD my God, in you do I take | refuge;* 

save me from all my pursuers and de- | liver me, 
2lest like a lion they tear my | soul apart,* 

rending it in pieces, with none to de- | liver. 
3O LORD my God, if I have | done this,* 

if there is wrong | in my hands, 
4if I have repaid my friend with | evil* 

or plundered my enemy with- | out cause, 
5let the enemy pursue my soul and over- | take it,* 

and let him trample my life to the ground 

and lay my glory | in the dust.  
6Arise, O LORD, in your anger; 

lift yourself up against the fury of my | enemies;* 

awake for me; you have appointed a | judgment. 
7Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered a- | bout you;* 

over it re- | turn on high. 
8The LORD judges the | peoples;* 

judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness 

and according to the integrity that is | in me. 
9Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 

and may you establish the | righteous—* 
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you who test the minds and hearts, 

O | righteous God! 
10My shield | is with God,* 

who saves the up- | right in heart. 
11God is a | righteous judge,* 

and a God who feels indignation | ev’ry day. 
12If a man does not repent, God will | whet his sword;* 

he has bent and read- | ied his bow; 
13he has prepared for him his deadly | weapons,* 

making his arrows | fiery shafts. 
14Behold, the wicked man conceives | evil* 

and is pregnant with mischief 

and gives | birth to lies. 
15He makes a pit, digging | it out,* 

and falls into the hole that | he has made. 
16His mischief returns upon | his own head,* 

and on his own skull his violence | descends. 
17I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his | righteousness,* 

and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the | Most High. 
▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

O King of the nations, the ruler 

They long for, the cornerstone 

Uniting all | people* 

Come and save us all, 

Whom You formed | out of clay. 
 

Office Hymn 

LSB # 351 Creator of the Stars of Night 
 

Reading from Holy Scripture 
Page 255 

Reading St. Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 

he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
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4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 

Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in 

keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 

wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

Responsory 
Page 255 

 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 
 

Sermon: Advent Activity Four: Repent 
Stand 

Prayer 

(any number of petitions may be offered) 
Page 256 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Page 257  

 

Nunc Dimittis 
Page 258 

 

Benediction 
Page 259 

 

Announcements 

 
Your offering may be left in the offering box in the narthex. 
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