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Please turn off all cell phones, pagers and electrical devices before entering the nave. 

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns. 

 

The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak 

reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 

http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:lcgs1601@aol.com


2 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING! 

 

We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and 

action of Jesus Christ are central.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex 

(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy 

Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side 

of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering 

plate or give it to one of the ushers. 

 

COMMUNION:  When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and 

the common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents 

the common cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the 

center of the tray. 

 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the  Sacrament of Holy 

Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with 

Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book. 

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you… 

are baptized in the name of the Triune God,  

repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,  

believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,  

believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine 

for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.  

 

If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with 

us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you 

commune with us. Thank you! 
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The Prelude 

The Greetings and Theme of the Day 
 

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

Entrance Hymn 
 

LSB # 935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
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Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh 

us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
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4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

When the Assyrian comes into our land 

and treads in our palaces, 

then we will raise against him seven shepherds 

and eight princes of men; 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
All sing as the Advent Wreath is being lit: 

LSB # 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 

“O” Antiphon, for December 19 

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign 

before the peoples, before whom all | kings are mute, * 
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to whom the nations will do homage 

Come quickly to de- | liver us. 

Psalm  Psalm 80:1–7 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 
2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* 

stir up your might 

and come to | save us! 
3Restore us, | O God;* 

let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 
4O LORD | God of hosts,* 

how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers? 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears* 

and given them tears to drink in full | measure. 
6You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* 

and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts;* 

let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 
 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign 

before the peoples, before whom all | kings are mute, * 

to whom the nations will do homage 

Come quickly to de- | liver us. 

Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 

and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 

added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
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second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel St. Luke 1:39-56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

 
39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.”  
46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent empty away. 
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54He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  

Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
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     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 530 No Temple Now, No Gift of Price 
Sit 

Sermon: God Comes Embodied  
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

C Amen 
Stand 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Come O Lord,  

C  And hear our prayer 
 

Pax Domini 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 

sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Choir Anthem: Only a Baby Came 
Stand 

 
 

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T 
 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 

John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape 

from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to  

 them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

We welcome to the Sacrament of Holy Communion all repentant and believing Christians 

who: 1) have received Holy Baptism in the name of the Triune God, and 2) have faith in Christ's 

Word that His true body and blood are "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins." If this 

is not your confession, we ask that you refrain from communing. You may instead come forward 

and place your arms across your chest at the altar for the pastor to pray for you. (see our extended 

Communion statement in front of bulletin) 

When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and the common cup (chalice).  

 

Communion Distribution Hymns 

LSB # 332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

LSB # 625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 

LSB # 349 Hark the Glad Sound 
 

Stand 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thanksgiving 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 



15 

 

 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 

 

Exit Hymn 

LSB # 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

Dismissal 
 

P Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 

FLOWERS: Jenny & Randy Lee ~ to the glory of God 
 

 

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FLOWERS: The 2022 Flower Chart has been posted in the narthex. Please take a moment to 

sign up for a Sunday to help beautify our sanctuary. The flower chart for January, 2022, is empty. 

Beginning 2022 the cost is $45, plus tax. An invoice is sent directly to your home from the 

florist. Thank you!  

THE LADIES #1 BIBLE STUDY: NO BIBLE STUDY THIS WEEK, WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 22, 2021.  

CHRISTMAS GIFT: A very special time for us Christians is approaching, Christmas! As we 

prepare for the Birth of our Savior Jesus Christ many are preparing their gift lists. LCGS members 

who wish to participate in gifting a monetary gift to our Pastor are asked to directly bless our pastor 

during this season. (Please make all checks payable to: Steven Saxe).  We do this to avoid any 

semblance of “Pass Through” of gifts. IRS rules state that no gift presented to an employee should 

ever pass through the employer. Put another way, the IRS does not allow you to designate a gift to 

Pastor in a check made payable to LCGS and receive it on your Statement of Contributions. 

 As is our tradition here at LCGS, the first three Sundays in December are designated for 
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collection. A special separate Christmas box will be made available directly before and after each 

service. Please do not place your gift in the Contribution Collection Box in the Narthex and only 

use the Special Christmas box. The preferred and more defendable option under the IRS is for 

members is to address their gifts to Pastor (made Payable to Steven Saxe) and have them collected 

by the designated Council Members to be presented to Pastor before the Congregation.  

Traditionally the President of the congregation has presented the gifts to Pastor at the Christmas Eve 

Service. Any questions can be directed to Amy Dammers, ajdammers11@gmail.com, Text 864-

404-0887. Thank you! 

LIVE STREAMING: In addition to the normally streamed Sunday services, all of the Advent 

midweek Compline services (Wednesdays, 7pm), the 7pm Christmas Eve service and the 

10:30am Christmas Day service will be live streamed. 

ADVENT SOUP SUPPER: Advent soup suppers are at 6 PM on Wednesdays of Advent. 

Please sign up to attend or to bring soup and/or desert. The sign-up sheets are posted on the 

bulletin board in the narthex. Please contact Allen & Sally Dugan for more information. 

DEVOTIONS: Jan-Mar, 2022, Portals of Prayer are available on the table at the bulletin board. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS: Members and friends who are not able to join us in worship may 

mail their tithes and offerings to: 

LCGS 

1601 North Pleasantburg Drive 

Greenville, SC 29609 

ATTENTION: Financial Secretary 

For those worshiping in person, tithes and offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box 

located to the right of the doors leading into the sanctuary. Karen Carson, Financial Secretary, 

(864) 509-6890 or jchomekc@charter.net 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Thank you to everyone who has picked up their offering envelope 

boxes for 2022! 

If you prefer to use designated offering envelopes for 2022, please contact me and a box will 

be provided. 

For those not using designated offering envelopes, please drop your check in the wooden 

offering box to the right of the sanctuary doors. If cash is used for offerings and tithes, please 

place the cash in an envelope clearly marked with your name and address. These should also be 

placed in the wooden offering box. 

“Statement of Contribution” reports for 2021 of all identifiable contributions will be provided 

in January, 2022.   

Your questions/comments should be directed to: Karen Carson, Financial Secretary –  

(864) 509-6890 or (864) 346-3200 or jchomekc@charter.net 

UNITED MINISTRIES: United Ministries’ Place of Hope. If you are able, pick up a package of 

mailto:ajdammers11@gmail.com
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new socks for our participants. Cans of Vienna sausages (pop top); potted meat (pop top); 

powdered milk (individual packets); canned treats and cereal are currently needed. For your 

convenience, you can place them in the baskets marked “United Ministries” located in the narthex 

under the table. Or, the Deliveries can be made to United Ministries, 606 Pendleton Street, from 

8:00 – 5:00 Monday – Thursday and until noon on Fridays. Thanks for considering! 

THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church 

news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door. 

You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill. 

HOOKS & NEEDLES will not meet in person until January, praying that the pandemic will 

allow this. Please continue to work on your items at home and bring them to church or call Barb 

Kilpatrick to have them picked up. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: Jane Kerr is now our contact person for the Good Samaritan 

Fund. She will work with Pastor to insure that donations promptly be distributed to those in need. 

If you have a need or if you know of a person or family who has a need - inside or outside our 

congregation - please e-mail Jane at Kerrkw@hotmail.com. 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: December 19 “In carols of Christmas, you’ll sometimes hear more 

than gladness that the Child is born on Christmas. You’ll hear of deliverance: ‘Born that man no 

more may die. Born to raise the sons of earth …’ There is much to ponder before, during, and 

after Christmas. Let the meaning of Christmas fill our hearts with anticipation, wonder, and 

thanksgiving for many days! For death’s days are numbered because of a birth—the birth of the 

Key of David.” James M. Kushiner, Fellowship of St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 

Life • lutheransforlife.org 

SEND A CARD: Send a card opportunity for members Anne Herman and Ruth Robertson: 

Anne Herman Ruth  Robertson #409 

1062 West Mill St, Apt. 227 Common Wealth Senior Living 

Columbus, NC 28722 413 McClellan Street 

 Berryville, VA 22311 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2021 

http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:Kerrkw@hotmail.com

