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Please turn off all cell phones, pagers and electrical devices  before entering the nave. 

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns. 

 

The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak 

reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 

http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:lcgs1601@aol.com
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GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING! 

 

We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and 

action of Jesus Christ are central.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex 

(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy 

Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side 

of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering 

plate or give it to one of the ushers. 

 

 If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service. 

 

COMMUNION:  Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the center of 

the individual cup tray. 

 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the  Sacrament of Holy 

Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with 

Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book. 

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you… 

are baptized in the name of the Triune God,  

repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,  

believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,  

believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine 

for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.  

 

If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with 

us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you 

commune with us. Thank you! 
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The Prelude 

The Greetings and Theme of the Day 
 

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
Stand 

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

Entrance Hymn 

LSB # 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

  be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ grant us grace to follow 

the example of the first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look to the One who suffered and 

was crucified on our behalf and pray for those who do us wrong; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

      
Sit 

Old Testament Reading II Chronicles 24:17–22 
17Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. 

Then the king listened to them. 18And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of 

their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and 

Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to 

the LORD. These testified against them, but they would not pay attention. 
20Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood 

above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the commandments 

of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has 

forsaken you.’” 21But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned 

him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD. 22Thus Joash the king did not 

remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his son. 

And when he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 119:137–144 
137Righteous are you, | O LORD,* 

and right are your | just decrees. 
138You have appointed your testimonies in | righteousness* 

and in all | faithfulness. 
139My zeal con- | sumes me,* 

because my foes for- | get your words. 
140Your promise is | well tried,* 

and your servant | loves it. 
141I am small | and despised,* 

yet I do not forget your | precepts. 
142Your righteousness is righteous for- | ever,* 

and your | law is true. 
143Trouble and anguish have | found me out,* 
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but your commandments are | my delight. 
144Your testimonies are righteous for- | ever;* 

give me understanding that | I may live. 
 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

Epistle Acts 6:8—7:2; 7:51–60 
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 

people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 

called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 

rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit 

with which he was speaking. 11Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard 

him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12And they stirred up the people and 

the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before 

the council, 13and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak 

words against this holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 

Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 
15And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And Stephen said: 

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he 

was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,  
51“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 

Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? 

And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom 

you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and 

did not keep it.” 
54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 

55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 

Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and 

stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And 

falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 

And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

 

Festal Gospel Procession 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel St. Matthew 23:34-39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

  
34Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and 

crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35so 

that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel 

to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary 

and the altar. 36Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you would not! 38See, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you 

will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 517 By All Your Saints in Warfare (Verses 1, 7 & 3) 
 

Sit 

Sermon 

Pr. Jim Balke 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P O come, let us adore Him, 

C Christ the Lord. 
 

Pax Domini 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 

sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Sit 

Anthem: All My Heart Again Rejoices 

Stand 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P  Let us pray. 
 
P  Most merciful Father 

C  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to  

 them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be Thy name,  

      Thy kingdom come, 
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      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P  The gifts of God for the people of God 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

Please come forward in Pilgrim style and extend your arm so that pastor may place the 

bread /wafers in your hand. An individual cup of wine will be placed on the altar rail. 

After communing you are asked to place your individual cups in the bowl of water and dispose of 

your paper container in the waste basket  
 

Communion Distribution Hymns 

LSB # 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

LSB # 372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is 

LSB # 358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

Post-Communion Canticle/Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 

Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 

days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, 

celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  
Sit 

Benediction 
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Announcements 
 

 

Exit Hymn 

LSB # 370 What Child is This 
 

 

Dismissal 
 

P Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God!  

 
 

FLOWERS: Kathy Washington ~ to the glory of God 
 

 

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FLOWERS: The 2022 Flower Chart has been posted in the narthex. Please take a moment to 

sign up for a Sunday to help beautify our sanctuary. Starting 2022 the cost is $45, plus tax. An 

invoice is sent directly to your home from the florist. Thank you!  

THE LADIES #1 BIBLE STUDY: All ladies of Good Shepherd are invited to join the Ladies 

#1 Bible Study this Wednesday, December 29, at 10 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Please wear a 

mask to protect those of who may be vulnerable. We will study Acts 12 this week. Copies of the 

questions we will discuss are available on the table in the narthex. We also offer a Zoom Bible 

study Thursday morning, December 2, at 10.  Please call or text Jan Saxe (864-607-0217) if you 

have any questions. Newcomers are ALWAYS welcome!  

HOOKS & NEEDLES: HOOKS & NEEDLES will begin gathering in person on Saturday, 

January 8th from 9:00-11:00am in the Fellowship Hall IF there is interest expressed. If you 

would like to meet in person, please make this known to Barb Kilpatrick, either in person or by 

emailing her at foozle53@gmail.com.  

MEALS FOR ANDREW AND CARRIE GRANT: Please volunteer to bless the Grant family 

with a meal as they adjust to life with a new little one. There is a sign up on the bulletin board. 

Call Sally Dugan at 386-0915 with any questions. When our congregation is blessed with 

children, we can bless the family with meals. Thank you for your help in this wonderful ministry! 

 
DEVOTIONS: Jan-Mar, 2022, Portals of Prayer are available on the table at the bulletin board. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS: Members and friends who are not able to join us in worship may 

mail their tithes and offerings to: 

mailto:foozle53@gmail.com
tel:386-0915
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LCGS 

1601 North Pleasantburg Drive 

Greenville, SC 29609 

ATTENTION: Financial Secretary 

For those worshiping in person, tithes and offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box 

located to the right of the doors leading into the sanctuary. Karen Carson, Financial Secretary, 

(864) 509-6890 or jchomekc@charter.net 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Thank you to everyone who has picked up their offering envelope 

boxes for 2022! 

If you prefer to use designated offering envelopes for 2022, please contact me and a box will 

be provided. 

For those not using designated offering envelopes, please drop your check in the wooden 

offering box to the right of the sanctuary doors. If cash is used for offerings and tithes, please 

place the cash in an envelope clearly marked with your name and address. These should also be 

placed in the wooden offering box. 

“Statement of Contribution” reports for 2021 of all identifiable contributions will be provided 

in January, 2022.   

Your questions/comments should be directed to: Karen Carson, Financial Secretary –  

(864) 509-6890 or (864) 346-3200 or jchomekc@charter.net 

UNITED MINISTRIES: United Ministries’ Place of Hope. If you are able, pick up a package of 

new socks for our participants. Cans of Vienna sausages (pop top); potted meat (pop top); 

powdered milk (individual packets); canned treats and cereal are currently needed. For your 

convenience, you can place them in the baskets marked “United Ministries” located in the narthex 

under the table. Or, the Deliveries can be made to United Ministries, 606 Pendleton Street, from 

8:00 – 5:00 Monday – Thursday and until noon on Fridays. Thanks for considering! 

THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church 

news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door. 

You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: Jane Kerr is now our contact person for the Good Samaritan 

Fund. She will work with Pastor to insure that donations promptly be distributed to those in need. 

If you have a need or if you know of a person or family who has a need - inside or outside our 

congregation - please e-mail Jane at Kerrkw@hotmail.com. 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: December 26 “Where are your eyes today? … Gaze at the baby 

Jesus in the manger—born into humanity for you. Watch as Jesus teaches, heals, comforts, and 

calls lost people to Himself. Fix your eyes on Him as He hangs on that cross for you. And look 

http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:Kerrkw@hotmail.com
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joyfully at Him as He meets you after the resurrection—loving you, forgiving you, and sending 

you out into His world to share His love with others … Let’s fix our eyes on Jesus!” Dr. Kari Vo, 

Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

SEND A CARD: Send a card opportunity for members Anne Herman and Ruth Robertson: 

Anne Herman, Room 407 Ruth  Robertson #409 

White Oak Manor Rehabilitation Common Wealth Senior Living 

70 Oak Street 413 McClellan Street 

Tryon, NC 28782 Berryville, VA 22311 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2021 

 


