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reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 
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The GOOD SHEPHERD WELCOMES YOU THIS HOLY NIGHT OF VIGIL! 

We welcome you top this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and 

action of Jesus Christ are central.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex 

(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive 

Holy Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card 

(reverse side of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card 

in the offering plate or give it to one of the ushers. 

 
COMMUNION:  When you commune, you will be offered an individual cup.  Non-
alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the center of the tray. 
 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the  Sacrament 

of Holy Communion by reviewing the “Sacraments of the Altar” on page 326 and 

“Christian Questions with Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin on page 329-330 of the 

Lutheran Service Book. 

 

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if 

you… 

• are baptized in the name of the Triune God,  

• repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,  

• believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,  

• believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with 

bread & wine for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.  

 

If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the 

Sacrament with us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion 

Registration cards if you commune with us. Thank you! 
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T THE VIGIL  OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD T 
Epiphany Eve Lessons and Hymns 

 

January 5, 2022, 7:00 PM 
            

Organ Prelude 
Please stand (as able) and face the entrance to the nave 

    The Greeting and Theme of the Day 

P Christ is born and made manifest to the Nations!   

C Glorify Him! 
 

T THE PREPARATION: CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

 have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

 by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 

and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
 

 authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  

 Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn 

LSB # 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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Epiphany Proclamation 

Unto us a Child is born! The heavens have dropped down their Dew, the clouds have 

rained down the Just One, the earth has yielded its Savior, The Word Is Made Flesh, the 

Virgin has brought forth her sweet Fruit--our Emmanuel, that is, God with us. The Sun of 

Justice now shines upon us; darkness has fled; in heaven there is Glory to God; on earth, 

there is Peace to men. All these blessings have been brought to us by the humble yet 

glorious Birth of this Child. Let us adore Him in His Crib; let us love Him for all His love 

of us; and let us bring the gifts of prayer, praise and thanksgiving we present to Him, with 

the Magi, at this Feast. The joy of the Church is as great as ever; the Angels are adoring in 

their wondering admiration; all nature thrills with delight:--Unto us is born a little Child!  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

LSB # 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 
T LESSONS AND HYMNS T 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 P Let us pray. 

 Ever Radiant God, by the leading of a star You made known your only-begotten Son to 

the Gentiles. So lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of 

Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 The congregation sits. 

FIRST LESSON 

GENESIS 11:1-11 
1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people 

migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And 

they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And 
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they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 

ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5And the LORD came 

down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6And the LORD 

said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the 

beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 

impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that 

they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the LORD dispersed them from 

there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its 

name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. 

And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
10These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered 

Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 

500 years and had other sons and daughters. 
 

R  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

LSB # 366 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (verses 1-3 only) 

 

SECOND LESSON 

GENESIS 17: 1-8, 15-21 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my 

covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his 

face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 

father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I 

will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall 

come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 

to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will give to you and to your offspring 

after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 

possession, and I will be their God.” 
15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a 

son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.” 17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a 
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child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years 

old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before 

you!” 19God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his 

name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his 

offspring after him. 20As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and 

will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I 

will make him into a great nation. 21But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom 

Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” 
 

R  The Word of the Lord” 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

LSB # 798 The God of Abraham Praise (verses 1, 8,9 only) 

 

THIRD LESSON 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 

and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, 

from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow; 

in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the LORD, 

and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, 

he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him; 

and that Israel might be gathered to him— 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

and my God has become my strength— 
6he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
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to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

R  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God.. 

 

LSB # 385 From East to West (verses 1, 3-5 only) 

 

FOURTH LESSON 

ISAIAH 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
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the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 

R  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

LSB #396 Arise and Shine in Splendor (verses 1-4 only) 
 

 

 FIFTH LESSON 

ROMANS 4:13-25 
13 The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 

not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  
14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 

transgression. 
16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 

who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, 

as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred 

years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 

him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 

glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22That 

is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the words “it was 

counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be 

counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was 

delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 

R  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

LSB # 396 Arise and Shine in Splendor (verses 2-3 only) 
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SIXTH LESSON 

EPHESIANS 3: 1-12  
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 

2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 

for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 

briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was 

given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This 

was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 

whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.  
 

R  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

LSB # 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 

 

SEVENTH LESSON 
The congregations stands for the Gospel to be read in Procession. Candles are lit as verses are 

sung 

CANDLES & HYMN:  LSB # 397 As with Gladness Men of Old (verses 1-3 only) 

 

To light your candle, please hold it sideways into the flame. Once your candle is lit, 

please straighten and then hold it upright to avoid dripping of wax. 
 

1 As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

    As with joy they hailed its light, 

    Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 
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2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

    There to bend the knee before 

    Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

    So may we with holy joy, 

    Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

P The Holy Epiphany Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 
 

 
 

ST. MATTHEW 2: 1-12  
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 

written by the prophet: 
6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 

come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 

over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
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exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 

offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

CANDLES & HYMN:  LSB # 397 As with Gladness Men of Old    (verses 4-5 ONLY) 

 

4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

    And when earthly things are past, 

    Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 

5 In the heav’nly country bright 

Need they no created light; 

    Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

    Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King. 
 

Please extinguish candles, holding them upright until wax cools and be seated 
 

Homily: Mystery Revealed – Not Solved 
stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
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     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

Offertory 
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P  Let us pray. 

P  Most merciful Father 

C  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T 
 

Preface 
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 

what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to 

the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 

have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

P  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that 

whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. Having come into the 

world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accomplished our salvation.  
canted 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and said, 'Take; eat; this is 

my body T, given for you. This do in remembrance of me.' In the same way, also, 

He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them 

saying, 'Drink of it all of you. This cup is the New Testament in My Blood, T shed 
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for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.' 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, we give 

thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able; and we 

implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word 

and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine; that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 

heavenly peace and joy, and receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be  sanctified in 

soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 

C   Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

        hallowed be Thy name, 

        Thy kingdom come, 

        Thy will be done on earth 

           as it is in heaven; 

        give us this day our daily bread; 

        and forgive us our trespasses 

           as we forgive those 

            who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 

        but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

        and the power and the glory 

        forever and ever. Amen. 

P  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C  Thanks be to God! 

Agnus Dei 
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Sit. You will be asked to come forward to the altar as indicated by the usher. 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

We welcome to the Sacrament of Holy Communion all repentant and believing 

Christians who: 1) have received Holy Baptism in the name of the Triune God, and 2) have 

faith in Christ's Word that His true body and blood are "Given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins." If this is not your confession, we ask that you refrain from 

communing. You may instead come forward and place your arms across your chest at the 

altar for the pastor to pray for you. (see our extended Communion statement in front of bulletin) 

 

Communion Distributions Hymn 

LSB # 631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

Stand 

P  The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  

 you in his grace. 

C  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord 
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COLLECT  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

 

P   Let us pray. 

O Christ our God, Who by the leading of a star was made known to Gentile Magi, 

lead us into the fullness of faith, that we might be made partakers of Your divine 

nature, to receive on earth and in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence, now 

and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P  The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son T and the Holy Spirit, be and 

abide with you even unto life eternal through Jesus Christ our true God, revealed to 

the nations. 

C  Amen. 

 

Exit Hymn 
Please turn to face and follow the Processional Cross – turning back to face the altar after the cross 

has left the Nave as a reminder that we go with Christ to serve. 

 

LSB # 412 The People That in Darkness Sat (verses 1-4 only)     

 

Dismissal 

P Christ is God in flesh made manifest to the world!   

C  Glorify Him! 
 

P Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


