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Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave. 

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns. 

 

The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak 

reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 

http://www.lcgs.org/
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GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH WELCOMES YOU THIS MORNING! 

 

We welcome you to this service of God’s Word and Sacrament at which the words and 

action of Jesus Christ are central.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest book in the narthex 

(entrance) and complete the Visitor Registration Card. Visitors who desire to receive Holy 

Communion are asked to read and consider the Communion Registration card (reverse side 

of same card and below*) before joining us at the altar and to place the card in the offering 

plate or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

 If you are unable to receive wine, please speak to Pastor or an elder before the service. 
 

COMMUNION:  When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and the 

common cup (chalice). The acolyte offers an individual cup before the pastor presents the common 

cup (chalice). Non-alcoholic wine is offered from individual cups placed in the center of the tray. 
 

Gluten-free Host (wafers) are available upon request. For those who have celiac disease or are 

gluten-intolerant, please obtain a green card from the pew card holder in front of you and hold it so 

that the pastor can see it when you go up for communion. You will be offered a Host from a separate 

paten. Please take one from the paten, avoiding contact with other wafers on the paten. Please return 

the card to the pew card holder. 
 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

Those who intend to commune are encouraged to prepare for reception of the  Sacrament of Holy 

Communion by reviewing the “Sacrament of the Altar” on page 326 and “Christian Questions with 

Their Answers” drawn up by Dr. Martin Luther on page 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book. 

Visitors are invited to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Eucharist) with us if you… 

are baptized in the name of the Triune God,  

repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation,  

believe & confess the Christian Faith as expressed in Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds,  

believe that in receiving Communion, you eat & drink Jesus’ true body & blood with bread & wine 

for forgiveness of your sins & strengthening of your faith.  

 

If you can affirm the statements above, you are welcome to share in reception of the Sacrament with 

us today. Please complete one of the red & white Visitor Communion Registration cards if you 

commune with us. Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 

2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 

Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Prelude 

The Greetings and Theme of the Day 
 

T THE PREPARATION IN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
 
P Christ the Savior is born! 
C Glorify to God in the highest! 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 

Kneed/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
Stand 

T THE SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

Entrance Hymn 

LSB # 896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year 
 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

  be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 
P Let us pray. 

 Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to 

shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may 

be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 6:22-27 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 

bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
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25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

27So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 8 

1O LORD, our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth!* 

You have set your glory above the | heavens. 

2Out of the mouth of babes and infants, 

you have established strength because | of your foes,* 

to still the enemy and the a- | venger. 

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your | fingers,* 

the moon and the stars, which you have | set in place, 

4what is man that you are mind- | ful of him,* 

and the son of man that you | care for him? 

5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings* 

and crowned him with glory and | honor. 

6You have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;* 

you have put all things under | his feet, 

7all sheep and | oxen,* 

and also the beasts | of the field, 

8the birds of the heavens, and the fish | of the sea,* 

whatever passes along the paths | of the seas. 

9O | LORD, our Lord,* 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 
 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

 

Epistle Galatians 3:23-29 

23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming 

faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that 

we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
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neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  St. Luke 2:21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
 

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Hymn of the Day 

LSB # 898 The Ancient Law Departs 
Sit 

Children’s Sermon 
(We sing as the children come forward) 

 

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me every day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 

Sermon: Pr. Emil Witschy 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P O, come, let us adore Him, 

C Christ, the Lord! 
 

Pax Domini 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” 

as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Sit 

Anthem: Now are the Days Fulfilled 
Stand 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P  Let us pray. 

P  Most merciful Father 
 

C  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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T LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST T 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 

seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 

seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.  

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 

no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your humble Nativity, your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
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ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be Thy name,  

      Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P  The gifts of God for the people of God 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
When you commune, you will have a choice between individual cup and the common cup (chalice).  
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Communion Distribution Hymns 

LSB # 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 

LSB # 900 Jesus Name of Wondrous Love 

LSB # 619 Thy Body Given for Me 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Post-Communion Canticle/Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post Communion Collect 

P  Let us pray: 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 
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Benediction 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Exit Hymn 

LSB # 390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
 

Dismissal 

P Christ the Savior is born! 
C Glory to God in the highest! 
 

P Depart in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

             

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The church office will be closed Monday, January 2, 2023 

2023 FLOWER CHART: The 2023 Flower Chart is posted in the narthex. Please select a 

Sunday or two to provide flowers for the altar. Cost is $45.00; the florist will bill you 

directly. Currently all Sundays in January are available. 

DURING OUR TIME OF VACANCY: If you need pastoral care, please make your need 

known in one of three ways: 

     1) call the church office, M-F, 10:00am-2:00pm, 864-244-5825; 

     2) call Barb Kilpatrick at 864-320-3382; 

     3) call Pastor Emil Witschy at 203-526-8708 

If no one is available, leave a message with your name, phone number, and information. Someone 

will contact you as soon as possible. 

PRAYER REQUESTS: While we are in vacancy and being served by three supply pastors, in an 

effort to ensure that they have all the information they need, please submit ALL prayer requests 
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and announcements that should be included in the service to the church office BEFORE 12:00 

noon on the Friday before service. This can be done by calling the office at 244-5825 or sending 

an email to parish.secretary@lcgs.org.  Please note: the list is new every week.  If you want 

something announced or a prayer made for more than one week, it must be submitted each 

week. Thank you! 

 
IF SOMEONE IS BEING HOSPITALIZED, please call the church office so that a pastor can 

be notified. The number is 864-244-5825 

2022 CONTRIBUTION REPORTS – will be available to pick-up Sunday, January 8, 2023. 

Questions should be directed to Karen Carson (Financial Secretary) at 864-346-3200. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2023 – Beginning January 1, 2023, there will no longer be 

numbered, pre-printed offering envelopes provided to members and friends of LCGS.  
 

There are envelopes available in the pews that include the following information for you to provide: 
 

Date:  The date of your tithe/contribution. 

Amount:  The amount of your tithe/contribution. 

Name:  This information is necessary if cash is given; providing your name will facilitate 

accurate record keeping.  

Address:  This information is necessary if cash is given; providing your address will also 

facilitate accurate record keeping. 
 

There is a place on the envelope to indicate “Tithe/Contribution”, “Flowers”, “Good Samaritan 

Fund”, “Memorial/Honorarium” or “Other”. This information facilitates end-of-year reporting. 
 

Checks can be placed directly in the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary. Since a check 

provides the name and address of the giver, an offering envelope is not necessary; unless the 

check is for “Flowers”, “Good Samaritan Fund”, “Memorial/Honorarium” or “Other”. 
 

Your questions are welcomed! Please contact Karen Carson (Financial Secretary) at (864) 346-3200. 

THE QUILL: Don’t forget to check out the Quill newsletter! It is full of interesting church 

news as well as scheduled services and meetings. The Quill newsletter is available at the door. 

You can also view it on the church website @ www.lcgs.org, Media Center, The Quill. .

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: A Men’s Bible study will be on Thursday evenings at 7PM, starting 

January 5, 2023 in the fellowship hall. Contact Andrew Loring: andrewloring709@gmail.com.  

UNITED MINISTRIES COAT DRIVE: Beginning Sunday, January 1st, 2023, and through 

Sunday, January 22, 2023, the Board of Christian Outreach will be collecting men’s, women’s, and 

children’s coats to be donated to United Ministries of Greenville. Coats in good and wearable 

mailto:parish.secretary@lcgs.org
http://www.lcgs.org/
mailto:andrewloring709@gmail.com
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condition are needed. Please leave the coats in the box by the table in the Narthex. Please support our 

“Joseph’s Coat Drive”. 

 
MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL: It is important that, as a congregation, we support each other in 

action and in prayer at all times, especially during our vacancy. To encourage this, a monthly 

prayer vigil will be held on the second Saturday of each month from 8:00am to 12 Noon.  The 

first date will be January 14th, 2023. 

 Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex to commit to a half hour of prayer. Multiple people 

can sign up for the same time. And remember to pray throughout the month for our church, the 

call committee and for our new pastor. 

 
HOOKS & NEEDLES: January 14, 2023 9-11AM 

WHERE HAVE OUR CHILDREN GONE?: On Monday, January 16th, 2023, at 7:00 PM, at the 

church, Dan Elias and Randy Lee of the Board of Christian Outreach will host an open forum 

gathering for parents, grandparents on the topic “Where have our children gone?”. The purpose of the 

gathering is to offer to those of us who have seen our children drift away (even run away) from the 

Church an opportunity to discuss and openly and honestly address our concerns and feelings and 

potential renewed “outreach” to those closest to us. At times it is easier to reach out to strangers than 

to our sons or daughters - let’s get together and talk about it. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY: All ladies of Good Shepherd are invited to join the Ladies #1 Bible 

Study Wednesdays, at 10 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Copies of the study materials we will 

discuss are available on the table in the narthex.

ATTENTION LCGS QUILTERS - and those interested in joining us. We meet every first and 

third Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall 12:30-3:30 pm. Please join us for our next meeting. 

We look forward to making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, and perhaps other organizations as 

well in the future. 

PORTALS OF PRAYER: 2023 January-March are available on the table by the bulletin board. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Our Good Shepherd 2022-2023 children’s Sunday school classes have 

begun. We offer classes for ages 2-11 and will conclude our study of the Old Testament this year, 

beginning with Elijah and continuing through the prophecies of the coming Christ. If you have children 

ages 2-11, we ask that you complete the Sunday school registration forms available in the church 

narthex and either give completed forms to Jan Saxe or place them in the large envelope provided 

UNITED MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY: Food Pantry 

This is our on-going, weekly effort all year. The following items are needed: 
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• Canned items: chicken, beans, potatoes, vegetables, fruits 

• Other items: rice bags, peanut butter, saltines, small packages powered milk, socks 

• Please: No glass containers or out-of-date items 

Receptacles: are marked “United Ministries Food Pantry” and are located below the flower chart table 

in the narthex 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Choir rehearsal is after vespers on Wednesday evenings.

TRIP TO GREECE AND TURKIYE: You are hereby invited to join us for next summer's 

exciting trip to GREECE and TURKIYE! Yes, that's the new spelling requested by that country 

to differentiate it from our Thanksgiving meal.  Since our Holy Land trip was such a big 

success, I'm planning the journeys of Apostle Paul through EOX (their new branch for smaller 

expeditions of 6-16 guests) in July/Aug 2023. We'll start in Istanbul (as a pre-tour) and visit the 

Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Walls of Constantinople, and several other must-sees there before 

joining the main tour in Thessaloniki, Greece. From there, we'll work our way south to the 

Meteora monasteries, Delphi, Olympia, Kalamata, Sparti, Mycenae, Thermopylae, and Athens - 

just to name a few. Then we'll take a post-tour Greek Isle Cruise to Mykonos, Kusadasi (Turkish 

gateway to Ephesus), Patmos, Rhodes, Crete, and Santorini. The brochure with itinerary and 

further details are available online, so please let Jennifer Johnson know if you're interested. There 

are only enough spots for 10 more guests!  

ISSUES, ETC: SACRED MUSIC & TALK FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON… You can 

listen 24/7 to sacred talk and music for the 12 days of Christmas at issuesetc.org, 

lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, TuneIn, Apple HomePod and the 

Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.   

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: January 1 “[Jesus] will care for you until you stand before His 

throne. Trust Him. Seek Him. Serve Him. Love Him. He’s your King. He suffered and died for 

you. He rose for you. He only has words of love and promise to speak to you. So, when all is 

equal for you on your deathbed, you can rejoice and say, ‘Come quickly, my King,’ because He 

has given you the promise, ‘You will be with me in paradise.’” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 

Life • lutheransforlife.org    

OFFERING BOX: For your convenience, the OFFERING BOX is located by the main door to 

the sanctuary. 

 
Bulletin announcements, events and calendar dates can be sent to parish.secretary@lcgs.org. 

 
  

mailto:parish.secretary@lcgs.org
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SERVING TODAY, 1/1/23 

Pastor: Pr. Emil Witschy 

Usher: Jim Blazek 

Elder: Louis McCray 

Altar: Pr. & Amy Witschy 

 

 


