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T THE SECOND WEDNESDAY AFTER EPIPHANY T 

January 18th, 2023 ~ Vespers 

 

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the nave.  

If you need to leave the service please do so during the hymns.  

 

The altar represents God’s presence. It is fitting to act and speak  

Reverently when we enter the sanctuary / worship space. 
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PRAYING THE PSALMS 

ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 

LSB, page 243 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C and the day is almost over. 
 

L Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 
 

PHOS HILARON, page 244 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT, page 245 

 
PSALMODY 

PSALM 141, page 245 
 

PSALM 3 
 

1O LORD, how many | are my foes!* 

Many are rising a- | gainst me; 
2many are saying | of my soul,* 

there is no salvation for | him in God.  
3But you, O LORD, are a shield a- | bout me,* 

my glory, and the lifter | of my head. 
4I cried aloud | to the LORD,* 

and he answered me from his | holy hill.  
5I lay | down and slept;* 

I woke again, for the LORD sus- | tained me. 
6I will not be afraid of many thousands of | people* 

who have set themselves against me | all around. 
7Arise, O LORD! 

Save me, O my God! 

For you strike all my enemies | on the cheek;* 

you break the teeth of the | wicked. 
8Salvation belongs | to the LORD;* 

your blessing be on your | people!  

 



 

▲Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*    

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 

OFFICE HYMN 

LSB # 890 O Blessed Light, O Trinity 
 

READINGS 

EPHESIANS 5:1-14 
1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among 

you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, 

which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, 

that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty 

words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 

and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of 

the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 

visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

MARK 4:1-20 
1Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so 

that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 

land. 2And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to 

them: 3“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 

and the birds came and devoured it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have 

much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6And when the sun 

rose it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And other seeds fell 

into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and 

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 



10And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 
11And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for 

those outside everything is in parables, 12so that 

“they may indeed see but not perceive, 

and may indeed hear but not understand, 

lest they should turn and be forgiven.” 
13And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand 

all the parables? 14The sower sows the word. 15And these are the ones along the path, where 

the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is 

sown in them. 16And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear 

the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17And they have no root in themselves, but endure 

for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately 

they fall away. 18And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 

word, 19but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other 

things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20But those that were sown on the 

good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold 

and a hundredfold.” 
 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

LSB # 697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death 

 
THE READING 

 

CANTICLE 

MAGNIFICAT page 248-249 

PRAYER 

LITANY, page 249-251 

COLLECT FOR PEACE, page 251 

LORD’S PRAYER, page 251 

BENEDICAMUS, page 252 

BENEDICTION, page 252 

 

 

Your offering may be left in the offering box. 


